
.

Woodland West   
The Eagle Times 

February  2020:

A Message from Eddy’s Nest 

Entries from our pumpkin decorating contest

Talented and Visual Arts young “paleoartists” in action!

Woodland West Families, 

February is here! As we continue to focus on our core business of teaching and learning, we invite all stakeholders to continue pushing 

forward and finish the second half of the show like soaring eagles. Preparing our children for success continues to be our main goal. We know 

that working as a team helps your child excel! As we enter the third nine weeks, we want to remind you to read with and to your child, write 

at night, and practice math facts. Attendance is critical to the success of students. Therefore, it is imperative for our students to attend school 

and arrive on time. Please do your best to have your child at school all day long. Also, help us encourage our students to do their very best. 

We will have our 1st No TARDY PARTY this month.  Any student that has no absences, no late arrives or early check outs during the month of 

January will receive access to our NO TARDY PARTY.   It will be an awesome event.  We will continue with our interventions and small group 

support, monthly data reviews and attendance to ensure that our students are successful on this year’s state and district assessments.  

The 2nd nine weeks’ report cards went home on Thursday, January 9.   If you have not sent the gray report card jacket back signed, please 

send it back as soon as possible.  If you have not received your student’s report card, please contact our office so that we can print you 

another one.  Interim report will be sent home on February 12.  

This month we have our annual family night in combination with Black History Month performances.  This year we will focus on Math and 

Science, along with the many inventions created by African Americans.  We will also be hosting the annual “Krewe de WWE Eagles” parade. It 

will roll on February 21, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. Students are allowed to wear a Mardi Gras shirt, purple, green or gold shirt with jeans. Parents are 

allowed to come and watch the parade during this time.  We are also accepting any donations of Mardi Gras throws such as beads, candy, 

trinkets, or stuffed animals that can be used to help supply each house and grade-level with their needed throws. We look forward to an 

awesome time! There will be no school during the week of February 24-28, 2020. Have a safe Mardi Gras break!

Thanks again for trusting us with your precious children. Let’s work together to Soar to Success!

L. Toney



February is going to be a busy month in Kindergarten! We will be celebrating our 100th day of school on 

February 5th! Don’t forget to come to school dressed like you are 100 years old. We can’t wait to see how 

everyone looks!  We are also looking forward to our field trip on February 21st to the Philharmonic 

Orchestra. Be sure to send in your permission slip and money by February 5th.  As we continue the  3rd 

quarter, we will be focusing on using the reading strategies we have learned in the first half of the school 

year. These skills include looking at the pictures, getting your mouth ready, and stretching out the words we 

see in stories and when writing. New decodable stories will be introduced weekly. Knowing all letters and 

sounds is the basic skill to becoming a successful reader and writer. It is vital that your child knows all 

letters and sounds and is able to blend and segment words. In addition to writing opinion pieces, we will 

learn how to compose informational texts. We have become familiar with numbers through identifying, 

writing, counting, and comparing sets. We will extend our thinking through the use of number bonds. 

Students will begin to realize that two numbers put together make a larger number. Students will focus less 

on using their fingers and more on using manipulatives to show numbers. Continue to help your child to be 

successful in this second half of kindergarten by reading with your child and assisting as they complete 

homework each night.

This month students will be studying Louisiana, Mardi Gras, Transportation, Construction and Community 

Helpers. The children are learning the letters and sounds of the alphabet. Please review letters and letter 

sounds daily with your child. Some students are still having difficulty identifying basic shapes. Please have 

your child locate and identify items in the home that are shaped like a triangle, circle, square, and etc. 

Students who have mastered basic shapes are learning the following shapes: hexagon, octagon, rhombus, 

pentagon, and etc. Challenge your child to find these shapes in the home and neighborhood.

Please make sure your child has extra clothes at school in case they need to be changed. These extra 

clothes do not have to be uniforms. If your child has an accident and is changed at school, please 

remember to return clean, extra clothes in a Ziploc that is labeled with their names. If your child does not 

have extra clothes and your child is sent home in clean, borrowed clothes please wash and return these 

items as soon as possible. All classes have limited amounts of extra clothes that are used when children 

need them. We could always use extra clothes your child has outgrown to replenish our supply. All 

donations would be greatly appreciated.

Kindergarten 
Field Trip

First grade is letting the good times roll! We have just begun a new topic in 

math. This module will be focusing on place value, comparison, and addition 

and subtraction to 40. Students have already begun learning and using the place 

value chart to separate tens and ones in two-digit numbers. We have also started 

a new domain in knowledge. We are becoming geologists and using our 

information we read about to learn how to write informative pieces, as well as 

practicing our opinion writing. In skills we will be wrapping up our skills 4 (past, 

present, future tense verbs and adjectives) with the Green Fern Zoo and moving 

in on skills 5. In social studies, we have recently learned to determine a fact from 

something fictional. In science we will be starting on inheritance and traits in 

animals.



In ELA, our students are busy learning about how America acquired the Louisiana Territory. We are 

learning about the important historical figures and the events that led up to America gaining the 

important piece of land.  By the end of this nine weeks we will have learned about Thomas Jefferson’s 

desire to grow America, Spain’s efforts in keeping Americans from using the port, as well as the 

difficulties Napoleon faced after he acquired the Louisiana Territory for France. Ask your third grader 

about the many hardships Napoleon faced. Your young historian will tell you all about how those 

hardships ultimately led to the purchasing of the Louisiana Territory in 1803. Third graders are even 

going to learn about the exploration of the newly acquired Louisiana Territory by reading the adventures 

of Lewis and Clark as they journeyed through this new terrain. Students are continuing to work on skills 

such as identifying main idea and finding supporting text evidence.  In Social Studies, we have started a 

new unit on early explorers of Louisiana. We have previously learned about the Native Americans and 

how they have contributed to Louisiana’s culture today. Now we will learn about the early European 

explorers to our area and how they have shaped the Louisiana we now call home. In Math, students will 

explore area as an attribute of two-dimensional figures and relate it to their prior understanding of 

multiplication. These brilliant mathematicians may even begin to calculate the area and perimeter of 

objects around the house! Lastly, in Science, students will begin to explore the phenomenon of what 

makes an individual humpback whale unique. By the end of this exciting module, students will use their 

knowledge of factors that influence traits and the effect of traits on individuals’ lives to explain what 

makes individual humpback whales unique and apply these same concepts in new contexts.

Mrs. Coates' science class

In Math, we are starting Module 5: Fraction Equivalence, Ordering and Operation. Students will be building 

on their 3rd grade knowledge of unit fractions as they explore fraction equivalence and extend their 

understanding to mixed numbers.  In Science, we are starting Module 3: Sense and Response. Students will 

be investigating the phenomenon “How do elephants sense a rainstorm from more than 100 miles away?” 

Studying how animals detect information will help us learn how they use their senses and respond to the 

environment.  In ELA, we’ve just finished reading texts about The American Revolution! Students were able 

to choose a side with the Loyalist or the Patriots and express their understanding about having different point 

of views about a situation. They were also able to connect with what we are learning in Social Studies with 

the American Revolution. We will continue to learn about the creation of the United States Constitution, the 

structure of the US Government and about the rights and responsibilities of an US citizen.  In Social Studies, 

we had some productive conversations surrounding representative democracy, the branches of government 

duties, citizenship, rights, responsibilities, civil protests, and amendments. These conversations will lead us to 

analyze the significance of the Westward Expansion, Manifest Destiny, and the Louisiana Purchase.

We are continuing to review rules and expectations in the classroom and how that relates to laws. In Unit 5 

Skills , students will continue to practice narrative writing. They will learn to brainstorm and write a 

logically plausible, but different, ending to a story. They will first be introduced to this type of writing 

activity using a story of their choice from Sir Gus; then they will rewrite an ending to the story “Fire!” from 

Sir Gus. Students will also work independently to write an informational narrative in the style of the read-

aloud in this domain. They will build upon their learning from Domains 3 and 4 by including a character and 

a plot with a beginning, middle, and end. During this project they will use the writing process to plan, draft, 

and edit their informational narrative. In Math, your children will continue to practice addition and 

subtraction strategies within 100 and problem-solving skills as they learn to work with various types of units 

within the contexts of length, money, and data. Students will be able to represent categorical and 

measurement data using picture graphs, bar graphs, and line plots. They will revisit measuring and 

estimating length from Module 2, though now using both metric and customary units. In Science, we are 

working hard learning to explore maps and forms of water on Earth. We will do many investigations in class 

over the next several weeks to help your child learn these concepts from firsthand experiences.



The new year is progressing nicely and the 5th grade ELA learners are studying some exciting things. In January 
we began our study of C.S. Lewis's The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. 5th graders have been exploring 
Narnia and asking the guiding question: What are the key features of the fantasy genre? In order to answer this 
question, students have been mastering reading skills such as uncovering a theme, determining point of view, 
and drawing inferences about characters. Additionally, they have been preparing to write their own narrative in a 
different genre: legends. Students have unpacked their assignment and studied several mentor texts, and next 
month will begin to draft their own narrative legends. We will also continue to explore the fantasy genre as we 
read the second half of our novel, i preparation for the culminating writing task. Please make sure your child is 
continuing to read at least 20 minutes each night and writing a summary in their reading journals.

In Science, we are learning about Space and how the Earth’s motions causes many cool things to happen on our 
planet. Students are also working on a Science project about the planets in our Solar System. They were given the 
project packet on January 24 and the project is due on March 2. In Social Studies, we are learning about religion 
in the colonies and how this led to the formation of the 13 colonies and our modern government. Students also 
have a project in Social Studies. Students will perform a play based on the actual Salem Witch Trials that took 
place in America. The play will be performed mid-April. 

In Math, we are now in Module 4 and students are learning to multiply fractions and decimal fractions and will 
begin working with fraction division in soon. Topic A opens the module with an exploration of fractional 
measurement. Students will construct line plots by measuring the same objects using three different rulers 
accurate to 1/2, 1/4, and 1/8 of an inch. Topic B focuses on interpreting fractions as division. Equal sharing with 
area models (both concrete and pictorial) provides students with an opportunity to understand division of whole 
numbers with answer in the form of fractions or mixed numbers. In Topic C, students interpret finding a fraction 
of a set as multiplication of a whole number by a fraction and use tape diagrams to support their understandings. 
In Topic D, students learn to evaluate expressions with parentheses and in Topic E, students are working on 
multiplication of fractions by fractions—both in fraction and decimal form.

Remember communication with families is a priority; therefore, we will contact and establish positive 
relationships throughout this school year and continue to build supportive relationships. It is an absolute pleasure 
to teach such an amazing group of students! We are Eagle Proud!!! Go WWE!

During this 2019-2020 school year, your child will be invited to participate in one or more Jefferson Parish Special 
Olympic/ Unified Events to be held at several venues in Jefferson Parish. 

Transportation will be provided to and from school. 

However, for your child to participate they will need to have a current medical file for this school year. The form 
must be completely filled out and the PHYSICAL EXAM PAGE MUST BE SIGNED BY A DOCTOR/MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONAL. 

Thank you to the parents that filled out the medical forms, but it is a new Special Olympic Medical that must be 
completed for the Athlete to compete. Once completed, this medical is good for 3 years. 

Once again, we must have this medical on file for your child to participate in any Special Olympic event.

Thank you, and we look forward to coaching your athlete!



Check out our November’s and December’s Soaring Eagles! Lunch was 
provided by Chick-Fil-A (November) and Domino’s (December) . Congrats!
November December
Joan Herrera Denym Lewis
Brooklyn Shaw Laila Carroll
Madeline Brown Bre-Elle Green
Harmony Harrell Derricka Miller
Jace Lemieux Selena Le
Dichelle Sullivan Abigail Vega
Marwan Hamed Jayden Ortiz
Torione Taylor                                             Rashad Williams

Donovan Bolden

November’s and December’s  Soaring Eagles 

Sarah Sara Omar Ali
Hadeel Ali

Torrey Morehead
Kelly Vuong

News from the stacks:



Valentine’s Day

NO         SCHOOL         MARDI        GRAS         BREAK

Pre-K and K
100 DAY 
Celebration

Mardi Gras Bash
PreK-2nd Only
$3 (2pm-3pm)
Mardi Gras Dance
3rd-5th Only
$5  (6pm-8 pm)

Pre-K and K
Field Trip

Mardi Gras 
Parade 10 am

Kona Ice Day

Kona Ice 
Sales Begins

No Tardy Party

Kona Ice 
Sales Ends

TX Roadhouse
Night 4-10 pm

2nd NWs Honor
Roll Breakfast

3rd NWs Interims 
And Test papers 

Math and Science
Family Night (Black 
Inventions Night) 
5:30-7:30



Woodland West Elementary 2nd Nine Weeks’ Honor Roll

1st grade:  
“A” Honor Roll: Alani Auzenne, Ah’Maya Butler, Mason  Connors, Daniel Huynh, Amari Jabbar, Taraji 
Joseph, Kayden LaSalle, Duy Mai, Somaya Petes, Sabaa Rahman, Angel Sanchez, Ahmad Sara, Damari 
Shoffner, and Torian Taylor.

“AB” Honor Roll: Anyiah Adams, Tyler Becnel, Kelis Brown, Terrielle Dennis, Rayleia Denson, Chase 
Dixon, Noah James, Del Magee, Justin Martinez, Gabrielle Mayer, Brandon Nguyen, Raymond Nichols, 
Jamoine O’Quin, Nashley Otta, Londyn Simmons, A’Miya Singleton, Harlem Smith, Prince Smith, 
Reginald Sparks, Ellie Tran, Dorian Vance, Shamelia White. Bailey Williams, and Tristan Williams.

2nd grade:
“A” Honor Roll: Landon Alexis, Omar Ali, Abdelrahim Hamed, Yahel Hernandez, Eiz Il Dean Motan, Bailey 
Spriggens, and Drake Wininger.
“AB” Honor Roll: Batoul Abdelmuhsen, Madeline Brown, Rayne Denson, Stacy Duran-Lovo, Jayla 
Franklin, Xamir Gouggh, Robert Grimes, Layal Hamideh, Brielle Hart, Daranea Hayes, Leah Lomax, Yeri
Medina-Lopez, Torey Mitchell, Ismael Murad, Denver Muse, Sofia Ngo, Ahmir O’Quin, Nathan Pruitt, 
Anthony Rivas, Destani Roby, Maryam Shalabi, Jordyn Shropshire, Leah Shu, Jamiah Sparks, Vivian Trinh, 
Taylor Vo, Kendrionne Warren, and Lamar Williams.

3rd grade:
“A” Honor Roll: Chase Foster, Erica Gonzales, Kathy Hoang, and Jalen  Johnson.
“AB” Honor Roll: Hadeel Ali, Jayla Arita, Lei’La Cazabat, Ryleigh Gonzales, Dymonae Green, Harmony 
Harrell, E’Magine Hawkins, Deanee Henry, Dylan Hulbert, Mikayla Kidd, Ryan Madrid, Jayden Ortiz-
Rodriguez, Chad Thoms, and Robbie Williams. 

4th grade:
“A” Honor Roll: Selena Le
“AB” Honor Roll: Mekhi Aych, Anai Brion, Geral’Niyah Chirlow, Amari Dixon, Jaelyn Garza, Raed Ibrahim, 
Meera Jabbar, Amari Johnson, Arielle Johnon, Jace Lemieux, Tszching Lu, Nephthaly Moise, Shye Nellon, 
Tyler Pham, Fatima Shalabi, and Jaiden West. 

5th grade:
“A” Honor Roll: Joel Martinez-Rivera, Saniya Robinson, and Dichelle Sullivan.
“AB” Honor Roll: Teyana Ballet, Jaiyon Beverly, Blake Carroll, Shawnae Davis, Mariana Flores, Adam 
Hamed, Lac Le, Jet Lin, Mohsin Mohsin, Chloe Nguyen, Sania Randall, Bailey Shoemake, Torione Taylor, 
Abigail Vega, Kelly Vuong, Ashton Wilson, and Jaliyah Wilson.
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September News

Contact Information

LaTonga  Watts-Toney, Principal

Fateshia Fredericks, Assistant Principal

Dr. Cade Brumley, Superintendent

Rev. Ricky Johnson, District 1 School Board

Dodie Plaisance, Executive Director of School 

Support

Email us at: woodlandwesteagles@gmail.com

School Website: jpschools.org/woodlandwest

Call us at:  504-366-5308

Follow us on Twitter - @WoodlandWestES

Follow us on FACEBOOK

Follow the Jefferson Parish Public School System:

https://twitter.com/JPPSS

https://facebook.com/Jeffparishschools

DATES TO REMEMBER:
Feb. 7: Mardi Gras Bash for 

Pre-K – 2nd grade 
($3 from 2-3 p.m.)

Mardi Gras Dance for 3rd-5th

grade ($5 from 6-8 p.m.)

Feb. 10-13: Kona Ice Sale

Feb. 11: Texas Roadhouse 
Spirit Night 4-10 p.m.

Feb. 12: 3rd NWs’ Interim 
Reports and test papers will 
go home 

Feb. 17: Kona Ice Day

Feb. 24-28: Mardi Gras 
Holiday 

AR Readers : Fall 
Semester Winners

https://twitter.com/JPPSS
https://facebook.com/Jeffparishschools

